Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory agents in the management of canine allergic pruritus.
Pruritus associated with allergic skin diseases is an important reason for consultation in canine medicine. The pathophysiology of pruritus is poorly understood in the dog, but histamine, leukotrienes, and prostaglandins appear to be important mediators. The medical management of allergic pruritus in dogs with nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory agents is discussed. Antihistamines, tricyclic antidepressants, and omega-3/omega-6 fatty acid-containing products are often useful, either as single agents, in combinations, or for reducing glucocorticoid requirements.